
 
 
LL4221/LL5221/LL6221 Climate Change Law & Policy 
 
This course will explore legal and policy responses to global climate change. Special attention will be 
given to the evolution of the international climate change regime as well as the principles, provisions, 
and key features of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (1992), and 
subsequent protocols and agreements adopted thereunder. Although course readings and discussion 
will focus on existing and proposed responses to climate change, the overarching aim of the course 
will be to anticipate how the climate change problem will affect our laws and our lives in the long run. 
 
Beyond the general significance of climate change to all of us, the course should be of special interest 
to those who intend to study and practice international law, environmental law, business law, or 
administrative law.  
 
At the end of the course participants should be able to: 
 

• Demonstrate basic understanding of the science, economics, law, policy, and ethics of 
climate change;  

• Express an appreciation for the complexity of climate change from the perspective of global 
governance;  

• Understand the negotiating history and current framework of the international legal regime 
governing climate change; and 

• Recognize the long-term risks and opportunities created by climate change and by the global 
commitment to achieve deep decarbonization pathways.  

 
The topics covered in the course will be: 
 
SEMINAR ONE:  An Introduction and Overview of the Climate Change Problem 
 
SEMINAR TWO: Climate Change Law and Policy Fundamentals  
 
SEMINAR THREE:  The International Climate Regime: Background on International Environmental 
Law, the UNFCCC, and the Kyoto Protocol  
 
SEMINAR FOUR:  The International Climate Regime: The Kyoto Protocol and the Paris Agreement 
 
SEMINAR FIVE:  The International Climate Regime:  The Future of Climate Negotiations 
 
SEMINAR SIX:  Regional and National Regulatory Approaches  
 
SEMINAR SEVEN:  Climate Change in the Courts 
 
SEMINAR EIGHT:  The Role and Response of Singapore 
 
SEMINAR NINE:  Concluding Exercise: Hunting for Hope 
 


